Having courage to make your life count

BEFORE JOSHUA ENTERED THE PROMISED LAND THREE TIMES THE LORD TOLD HIM TO HAVE COURAGE

“After the death of Moses the Servant of the Lord, it came to pass that the Lord spoke to Joshua the son of Nun, Moses’ assistant, saying:  Moses My servant is dead.  Now therefore, arise, go over this Jordan, you and all this people, to the land which I am giving to them-the children of Israel.” 

“Every place that the sole of your foot will tread upon I have given you, as I said to Moses…No man shall be able to stand before you all the days of your life; as I was with Moses, so I will be with you.  I will not leave you nor forsake you.”  

“Be strong and of good courage, for to this people you shall divide as an inheritance the land which I swore to their fathers to give them.  Only be strong and very courageous, that you may observe to do according to all the law which Moses My servant commanded you; do not turn from it to the right hand or to the left, that you may prosper wherever you go.”

“This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it.  For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.

“Have I not commanded you?  Be strong and of GOOD COURAGE; do not be afraid, nor be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.”  (Joshua 1:1-3, 5, 6-9)
THEN THE ISRAELITES SAID TO JOSHUA

 “Whoever rebels against your command and does not heed your words, in all that you command him, shall be put to death. Only be strong and of good courage.”  (Joshua 1:18)

King David also wrote in Psalm 27

“Wait on the Lord; Be of good courage, And He shall strengthen your heart; Wait, I say, on the Lord.”  (Psalm 27:14)

 WE ALL HAVE TO APPROPRIATE OUR DESTINY IN LIFE

WE ARE ALL IN A SPIRITUAL WAR. WE HAVE A VERY REAL ADVERSARY

The Apostle Paul wrote in his letter to the church in Ephesus, “Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might.  Put on the whole armour of God that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.

For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.  Therefore take up the whole armour of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.”  
(Ephesians 6:10-13)

Jesus said, 
“The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy.  I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.”             (John 10:10)
WHEN SERVING AND LIVING FOR GOD WE WILL EXPERIENCE OPPOSITION

“We must through many tribulations enter the kingdom of God.”            (Acts 14:22b)

“And you will be hated by all for My name’s sake.  But he who endures to the end shall be saved.”  (Mark 13:13)

Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God, Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.  Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake.  

Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” (Matthew 5:8-12)

WE ALL NEED COURAGE IN THIS LIFE

WE NEED COURAGE:

i) To make the right choices (The power of peer group pressure)

ii) To follow God’s plan for your life (Many will give other advice)

iii) To stand alone at times (We all have a unique plan for our life)

iv) To leave the past behind and to make a fresh start

v) When our friends or family have abandoned us

vi) To get up and to start again when we have failed in life

vii) To keep going where there seems no answer to a situation

viii) To overcome discouragement that wants to make us quit

ix) To face and conquer our fears and insecurities
x) To step out into a new venture or relationship

xi) TO NEVER GIVE UP ON OUR GOD GIVEN DESTINY
“And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart.” (Galatians 6:9)

SIX KEYS TO HELP US TO HAVE COURAGE TO MAKE OUR LIFE COUNT IN THIS WORLD

1) KNOW WHAT GOD SAYS ABOUT YOUR FUTURE

        (We must not dwell on our past failures and what others have said)


YOUR PAST SHOULD NOT ROB YOUR FUTURE


GOD IS ABLE TO PULL ANYONE OUT OF THE DEEPEST PIT

“Bless the Lord, O my soul, And forget not all His benefits; Who forgives all your iniquities, (No more shame or guilt) Who heals all your diseases, who redeems you life from destruction, Who crowns you with loving kindness and tender mercies, Who satisfies your mouth with good things, So that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.”  (Psalm 103:2-5)

WHEN WE COMMIT OUR LIFE TO JESUS CHRIST

i) We have a new start to life

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.”  (2 Corinthians 5:17)

ii) We become a child of God (A joint heir with Jesus Christ)

iii) We are called to reign here on earth

iv) We have a unique plan for our life
v) We inherit all the promises of God

· HIS PROTECTION

· HIS PROVISION

· HEALING AND DIVINE HEALTH
vi) God can and will finish what He started in our life if we CONTINUALLY put our trust in Him  
(Being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ.)  (Philippians 1:6)

2)   GOD DOES NOT LOOK FOR THE QUALIFIED

GOD EMPOWERS THOSE WHO PUT THEIR TRUST IN HIM


The word of the Lord came to the Prophet Jeremiah in prison, “Call to Me, and I will answer you, and show you great and mighty things, which you do not know.” (Jeremiah 33:3)


The apostle Paul said in His letter to the Corinthians, “I was with you in weakness, in fear, and in much trembling.  And my speech and my preaching were not with persuasive words of human wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power.”  (1 Corinthians 2:3-4)


“Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us.”  (Ephesians 3:20)


The Lord said to the apostle Paul, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in weakness.” (2 Corinthians 12:9)  
3) RENEW YOUR MIND WITH GOD’S WORD  


  (The truth will set you free)
Jesus said,

“If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed.  And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”  (John 8:31a-32)

“And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.”  (Romans 12:2)

“My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge…” (Hosea 4:6a)

Jesus said, “Therefore, whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock: and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock.

But everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand; and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it fell. And great was its fall.”  (Matthew 7:24-27)

THERE ARE GREAT BLESSINGS WHEN WE FOLLOW THE WAYS OF THE LORD AND ARE DOERS OF HIS WORD

“Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, Nor stands in the path of sinner, Nor sits in the seat of the scornful; But his delight is in the law of the Lord, And in His law he meditates day and night.  He shall be like a tree Planted by the rivers of water, That brings forth its fruit in its season, Whose leaf also shall not wither; And whatever he does shall prosper.”  (Psalm1:1-3)

THE BIBLE IS CLEAR: WE HAVE A HOPE AND A FUTURE

“For I know the thoughts that I think toward you says the Lord, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope.”  (Jeremiah 29:11)

GODS WORD IS FULL OF PROMISES AND WISDOM FOR LIVING LIFE.  (It is a love letter from God to us to help and encourage us here on earth)  
4) DELIGHT YOURSELF IN THE LORD 

        (His love keeps us strong during the trials of life)

 “Trust in the Lord, and do good; Dwell in the land, and feed on His faithfulness.  Delight yourself in the Lord, And He shall give you the desires of your heart.  Commit your way to the Lord, Trust also in Him, And He shall bring it to pass.”  (Psalm 37:3-5) 

“You will keep him in perfect peace, Whose mind is stayed on You.  Because he trusts in You.  Trust in the Lord forever, For in YAH, the Lord is everlasting strength.            (Isaiah 26:3-4)

WE NEED TO LOVE GOD MORE THAT ANY OTHER PERSON OR THING.  OUR LOVE FOR HIM WILL ENABLE US TO LOVE OTHERS AND TO OVERCOME THE CHALLENGES IN LIFE
5) TRUST IN GOD’S FAITHFULNESS

        (He will never leave nor forsake you)

“Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, And whose hope is the Lord.  For he shall be like a tree planted by the waters, Which spreads out its roots by the river, And will not fear when heat comes; But its leaf will be green, And will not be anxious in the year of drought, Nor will cease from yielding fruit.”  (Jeremiah 17:7-8)

“…For He Himself has said, ‘I will never leave you nor forsake you.”  So we may boldly say: “The Lord is my helper; I will not fear.  What can man do to me?”   (Hebrew 13:5-6)

IF WE STEP OUT AND FOLLOW GOD’S PLAN FOR OUR LIFE WE WILL SUCCEED IN LIFE AND OUR LIFE WILL MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN OUR GENERATION FOR ALL ETERNITY

“For with God nothing will be impossible” (Luke 1:37)

 We can do all things through Christ who strengthens us (Philippians 4:13) and His strength is made perfect in our weakness”  (2 Corinthians 12:9)

GOD IS FAITHFUL AND ANSWERS OUR PRAYERS

“Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him.  (1 John 5:14-15) 
· A strong prayer life will help to give us courage in the storms of life

“Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed earnestly that it would not rain; and it did not rain on the land for three years and six months. And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth produced its fruit.” (James 5:17-18)

Jesus said, “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do also; and greater works that these he will do, because I go to My Father.  And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son.  If you ask anything in My name, I WILL DO IT.”  (John 14:12-14)

6) WE MUST BE COMMITTED TO FINISHING GOD’S PLAN FOR OUR LIFE 

The Apostle Paul at the end of his life said, “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing.”  (2 Timothy 4:8-9)

WE MUST HOLD ON TO OUR FAITH TO RECEIVE OUR ETERNAL REWARDS AND NOT BE LIKE DEMAS WHO WALKED AWAY FROM THE THINGS OF GOD, “Having loved this present world” (2 Timothy 4:9) MORE THAN THE THINGS OF GOD 
JUST BELIEVE  (What God says about your life)

i) YOUR LIFE MATTERS TO HIM, AND

ii) THAT YOUR LIFE CAN MAKE A BIG IMPACT ON THIS WORLD
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